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INTRODUCTION

Dear Friends,

The past few months have brought significant developments to both the Forum and our initiatives. In order to keep all of our supporters informed and up to date, we will now be issuing regular newsletters, of which this is the first. Newsletters will feature organizational and staff news, as well as details on new and existing initiatives.
We wish you all a Shana Tova and Ramadan Qareem!

Udi Cohen & Ibrahim Abu Shindi 

Co-Directors, The Citizens' Accord Forum
UPDATES ON CAF INITIATIVES
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Knesset Caucus for Jewish-Arab Relations

1. 'Index for Jewish-Arab Relations in Israel' (12th May 2004)
Professor Sami Smooha presented his "Index for Jewish-Arab Relations in Israel," based on a survey issued to 700 Jews and Arabs, and conducted under the auspices of Haifa University's Jewish-Arab Center.
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The results show that there has been no radicalization of Israel's Arab population since Samuha first began his research in 1976. Among the data presented, it was revealed that 85% of all Israeli Arabs agree that Israel has a right to exist as an independent state, in which Arabs and Jews live together. This is a significant contrast to the 20.5% who, in 1976, denied Israel's right to exist (16% in 2002 and 10% in 2003).  Simultaneously, 71% of Jews who were surveyed stated that they are prepared to recognize full civil rights for Arabs in Israel.  

The British and Norwegian Ambassadors to Israel, Simon MacDonald and Mona Yul, were two of the main speakers at the Knesset Caucus event. The public meeting was led by Dr. Faisal Azaiza, head of the Jewish-Arab Center at the University of Haifa and attended by approximately 100 people.
_____________________________________________

2. 'Developing Business and Employment in the Arab Sector: Whose Business is it?' (14th July 2004)
The decision by Ehud Olmert (Minister for Trade, Industry & Employment) to build an industrial area in Umm el Fahm and his pledge of NIS 800,000 to start building in this area was highlighted by MK Michael Ratzon (Deputy Minister of Industry, Trade and Employment), main speaker at the Knesset event. 
Ratzon stated that NIS 8.8 million had been allocated for the development of Kufr Kana, Labun, Illut, Nazareth, Sachnin, Shfaram and Ikhsal in 2003, and NIS 12.5 million in 2004.  In response, Dr. Ramsi Halabi, Director of the Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development, stated that there is a significant difference between allocating money and actually making things happen.

Other speakers included Yasser Awad (The Technion), Amal Elsana Alh'jooj (Director of AJEEC – Arab Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment & Cooperation), Amiram Bukshfin (Director, Small Businesses Authority) and Anat Vardimon (Representative, Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club). 
The event was attended by approximately 100 people.

________________________________________

3. 'The Services Provided by the Interior Ministry in East Jerusalem' (Wednesday 28th July 2004) 
Featuring the documentary film "The Line at 2 Ibn Shadad Street
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The seventh meeting of the Knesset Caucus for Jewish-Arab Relations was held on 28th July 2004, and was designed as part of the Forum's effort to improve the Interior Ministry services provided to the 250,000 Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem.
The event opened with the documentary film "The Line at 2 Ibn Shadad Street" (directed by Dr. Amir Har-Gil) which was produced five years ago for Channel 8 and featured the lives of three East Jerusalem residents and their encounters with Israeli bureaucracy through their dealings with the Interior Ministry. 
At the time of production, the film prompted the Supreme Court to rule that the quality of services provided by the Interior Ministry had to be significantly improved, through the hiring of more officials to deal with the public and the building of a new office in Ma'amounia by June 2005. 
In the panel discussion following the film, Gabi Shohat, Finance Ministry Director for Public Construction Projects, confirmed that the building program and budget had been approved, and that building would begin in October 2004 and end in April 2005.
MK Yuri Stern (Chair of the Knesset Committee for Internal Affairs) said that he had taken it upon himself to see this process through, but also admitted responsibility in the delay of this process.
The panel discussion was conducted by Anat Saragusti (reporter for Cannel 2 TV News). Other speakers included: Aref Bazbazat (East Jerusalem resident), Rima Moustafa (Reporter for HOT News), Mahmoud Rabah (Lawyer for the International Association of Children's Rights), Dr. Amir Har-Gil (Director of "The Line at 2 Ibn Shadad Street" documentary) and Anat Hoffman (former Jerusalem Council Member). 
Director of the Interior Ministry office in East Jerusalem, Avi Lekach, insisted that although his team is working under "impossible conditions" to find a solution for the community, there had been some improvements in the services provided in the last 3 years.
This event and the relating campaign to facilitate an improvement in Interior Ministry services in East Jerusalem were led by Atar Oren, Forum Coordinator.
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Du-Et Hebrew-Arabic Newspaper
Du-Et in English

Journalists Study Program

Professional Internship Program 
1.  Du-Et: the Second Issue of the Joint Jewish-Arab Newspaper
(Editors:  Prof. Nissim Calderon & Salman Natour)
The second issue of Du-Et was distributed in March 2004 reaching an estimated 900,000 Jewish and Arab readers in Israel.  The second issue of Du-Et addressed political issues that affect the Jewish-Arab schism.  Articles in this edition addressed the following subjects:
· The Israeli Government's inequitable policies toward Israeli Arabs.
· Arab women's personal and social status as perceived by and reflected in Arab women's newspapers in Israel.

The role of the Israeli Press during times of national tension and crisis.
· Social gaps: "Ashdod: A Jewish town with no Arabs and a Right Wing Mayor" written by Arab journalist, Zoheir Andrawous; "Loving Your Enemies" written by Dudi Zilbershlag, a Jewish ultra-orthodox journalist who visited the unrecognized Bedouin villages in the Negev.
· Personal columns in which views and ideas of social figures and prominent journalist are presented.
In addition to its public circulation, Du-Et was also distributed to every member of the Knesset as part of the Forum's advocacy endeavor. The second edition received many public responses and subsequent media coverage including a one hour discussion about the goals and content of Du-Et aired on an Israeli television talk-show viewed at prime time.  This edition of Du-Et marks the end of its pilot period; the first phase of the newspaper's development.  
2. The Third Issue of Du-Et
This issue, scheduled to be published in October 2004, will deal predominantly with the theme of civil society in Israel. 
3. Du-Et in English

An English version of Du-Et is currently in the pipeline. It will, in its first phase, be directed primarily toward new partners and foundations in order to provide English-speakers with a more comprehensive understanding of the Hebrew and Arabic editions of the newspaper supplement, the nature of articles featured and the issue of Jewish-Arab co-existence in Israel from the perspective of Jewish and Arab journalists.
4. Journalists Study Program 

The Jewish-Arab Press Club, in association with the Citizens' Accord Forum and the Jerusalem Journalists Association is launching a year-long 120-hour study program addressing the issues of Arab society in Israel and its portrayal in the media.

Due to begin November 2004, the 120-hour long program will include courses on Arabic society, religion and culture, and the socio-political conflict. The course will be taught by a variety of experts from the academic and journalistic fields, and will include site visits to Arab publications, Arab villages, as well as site meetings with Arab journalists.
5. Professional Internship Program

The number of Arab journalists working in the Hebrew media is very low. Official figures state that a mere 2% of Arabs are employed in this sector.  

In November 2004, the Jewish-Arab Press Club, under the auspices of the Citizens' Accord Forum, will introduce a program to further promote Arab journalists in the Hebrew media. The program will provide partial salary payment for Arab journalists to work within a Hebrew language publication for a period of up to one year. Journalists will be chosen by the individual publication according to qualifications and experience. To date, one journalist has already been accepted to work at Haaretz newspaper under this program.
__________________________________
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The Co-existence Organizations Network
The first Network meeting of Co-existence Organizations in the Gaililee was held on 13th May 2004 at the Arab-Jewish Public Center in Acre.  Attended by 15-20 Managers of co-existence organizations, this new branch has been built in line with the Peacemaker Circle International model.  The group has agreed to meet every three weeks with the aim of strengthening cooperation between co-existence organizations through practical activities and exchange of information. 
On 17th June 2004, a seminar entitled "The Process of Implementing Evaluations in Organizations" was held at the Hadar Community Center in Haifa.  The agenda for the event, in which there were 40 participants, was to discuss the process and importance of evaluations implemented in different organizations, and to identify the tools required in order to achieve effective evaluations suited to an organization's individual needs.  Lectures were presented by Dr. Maya Meltzer-Geva.
On 29th July 2004, a seminar "Learning from Other Conflict Areas around the World" was held at the Cultural Center in Nazareth.  Led by Prof. Mohammed Abu-Nimer (Assistant Professor of International Service) of American University in Washington and attended by 200 members of the Co-existence Organizations Network, the day's agenda was dedicated to debate and discussion on why other countries' experiences are relevant to co-existence in Israel, what similarities and differences exist between them, and what tools and mechanisms are needed to manage the conflict.  Other case studies discussed at the event included those from Sri Lanka, the Philippines and South Africa.
On 27th September 2004, the Network is planning a panel discussion comprising speakers from Neve Shalom, Givat Haviva and the Adam Institute for Peace, examining different models for work between Jews and Arabs in Israel.

The Co-existence Organizations Network has also recently expanded. In July 2004, the Network hired Nicole Fleischer to manage and develop the Coexnet web site at www.coexnet.org.il.  The Co-existence Organizations Network is a joint initiative with the Abraham Fund.
_______________________________

Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club
The Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club for the cities of Tel-Aviv, Jaffa, Lod and Ramle, opened its second year of activity on 18th May 2004.  Aiming at business development and business networking, the first monthly meeting was held on 1st June and addressed the issues of 'Business Dilemmas'. 
Through a series of professional workshops and meetings, the year's activities will focus on issues such as marketing, public relations, computers, banking and tax law.

In the following year, the business club aims to recruit new members and a wider variety of businesses, and intends to become the representative for all Jewish and Arab businesswomen in this region. On a wider scale, the Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development, a key funder of this project, plans to create a national organization for Jewish and Arab businesswomen in an effort to strengthen economic and social ties and to represent Israeli businesswomen both nationally and internationally.
The Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club is a joint initiative with The Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development in Herzliya. 

_______________________________
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Jewish-Arab Young Leadership Development Program
Between 25th and 28th August, a summer camp was held for the participants of the Jewish-Arab Young Leadership Development Program.

Comprising 21 Jewish and Arab 14-15 year olds, the summer camp was held at the Poriya Youth Hostel in the Galilee. Its objective was to synthesize the work that the young leaders have been engaged in through the year. This was achieved by:

- Developing in-depth discussions about the conflict, and working together in proposing creative resolution strategies.

- Summarizing the activities over the past year.

- Stabilizing relations between the Arab and Jewish groups.

- Developing a mutual understanding of the needs of the Arab and Jewish groups.

- Reaching joint group decisions.

- Deepening the students' knowledge on the conflict and to work on joint solutions.

- Discussing national issues relating to the conflict without creating conflict or tensions amongst the group.

Through a framework of workshops, lectures, field work and organized social activities, the summer camp produced the following outcomes:

- A decisive and positive change in the thought processes of the participants, and in their communication and openness to each other.

- A noticeable fusion into one united group of the Arab and Jewish students.

- The demonstration of mutual support and encouragement amongst the students.

- The students' ability to independently present the main issues of the conflict and promote their ideas and opinions to the other students, and the wider community.

- The student's commitment to continue to work together over the coming year towards joint objectives and the theme of 'Land, People, G-d'

- Affirmative plans by the students to promote their work in the wider community by introducing activities for their families, schools and communities in northern Israel.

This year's session of workshops, lectures and weekend training retreats will begin in October 2004.  Students of the program will this year submit proposals to organizations that have the capacity to institute new models of community leadership and who will participate in on-going activities in Jewish and Arab co-existence and conflict resolution.

_____________________________
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Irwin Green Family Early Childhood Development Center, Nazareth
Construction of the Irwin Green Family Early Childhood Development Center has now been completed.  Established through the vision and generosity of the Irwin Green family (via the Federation of Metropolitan Detroit) and built on land donated by the French Hospital Francais Saint Vincent de Paul, the center will further promote co-existence by serving the needs of Christian, Muslim and Jewish children in the Nazareth region.

Due to open on 22nd September 2004, the center will provide therapeutic and diagnostic services to children with developmental delays.

Facilities at the center include treatment rooms, a therapeutic pool, an auditorium, an open play area and petting zoo, a rehabilitative day-care center, a kindergarten, a "snoozling" stimulation room as well as art and music therapy rooms.

The center will be staffed by doctors, nurses, child psychologists, occupational therapists, art therapists, social workers, communication specialists and physiotherapists, as well as providing a wide range of community and parent-child activities. 

The Citizens' Accord Forum has acted as facilitator between the donors and partners who have contributed to this project.  These include:

Irwin Green and Family, Ashalim-JDC, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit, the Christian French Hospital Francais Saint Vincent de Paul, the Ministry of Health, the Municipality of Nazareth, The Nazareth Fund, the Social Security Office, Zuhur Elad Fund, and volunteers from the Citizens' Accord Forum.
_____________________________________

IN THE PIPELINE
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Web Site
A new web site for the Citizens' Accord Forum is currently underway. The site is intended to be a vital tool for information and news relating to the Forum's activities and initiatives. 
In addition, the new site will be a gateway to the organization's upcoming English version of Du-Et. Visitors to the site will also be able to access information about organizational news and links, giving opportunities, reports and newsletters.
International Board

The Citizens' Accord Forum is now in the initial stages of establishing an international board for the organization, aiming at achieving national, regional and worldwide recognition of the Citizens' Accord Forum and its vision for social change in order to draw attention to and raise awareness of the issue of bridging the gaps and promoting co-existence in Israel and the Middle East.

_______________________________

STAFF NEWS & INTERNS
New staff & positions
Anat Reisman-Levy 
Deputy Director of the Forum 

Replacing Atar Oren, Anat has spent the last 20 years working for social change, peace and education.  Her posting over the last eight years was Israel Co-Director of the Peace Education Department of IPCRI (Israel-Palestine Center for Research & Information).  Anat has an academic background in Classical Studies and Archaeology.

Rebecca Zeffert

International Public Relations Coordinator
A graduate of Chinese Studies, Rebecca worked in cultural and educational events and public relations before joining the Forum as an intern in February.  Now a fully-fledged staff member since July 2004, Rebecca is responsible for the CAF web site, coordination of Du-Et in English, development of the International Board, and recruitment and supervision of CAF interns.
Hussein Yassen

Research Coordinator

With a degree in Economics from Russia, Hussein worked as a financial manager and researcher in economic relations between Israelis and Palestinians before joining the Forum, where he now works on research and consultancy on Arab issues for intervention.
Ayelet Haziz


Secretary
A graduate of Hebrew Grammar and Bible Studies, Ayelet joined the Forum in May 2004 and provides assistance to the Forum's coordinators.
Ibtesam Tarabieh

Coordinator, "Ataa" Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs for Residents of E. Jerusalem 

Ibtesam joined the Forum in August 2004 to manage and coordinate the activities of the East Jerusalem Office.  Ibtesam also worked as a coordinator for the co-existence organization, the Jewish-Arab Experience Center, in Jerusalem's Abu Tor neighborhood, and as a consultant at Shilo's sexual health and pregnancy center. She possesses a BA in Education and Sociology.
Interns
Between February and August 2004, the Forum took on a total of five interns:
Michael Lebowitz

Lawyer and journalist, Mike worked in a public relations capacity at the Forum. 

Rebecca Zeffert

See above for more details.

Matthew Kane

A recent graduate, Matthew assisted in the establishment of the "Ataa" Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs for Residents of East Jerusalem.

Jordan Nemerow

A student at Wellesley College, Jordan undertook a number of research and grant-writing projects at the Forum.

Sandra Wendel
Sandra started volunteering at the Forum in August, and has been assisting us with the research and implementation of German media exposure of the Du-Et newspaper.

Goodbye & Good Luck to Atar Oren
At the end of July 2004, the Forum said farewell to Projects Director Atar Oren. Atar, who had been with the Forum since 2001, is engaged to be married in October and has been appointed Director of the Tirat HaCarmel Community Foundation. Atar spearheaded the building and development the Forum's events and programs over the last three years. We wish her every success in her new life and career. 
__________________________________
UPCOMING EVENTS
22nd September

Opening of Irwin Green Family Early Childhood Development Center in Nazareth

12th October

Opening of the "Atta" Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs for Residents of East Jerusalem
21st October

Launch of Journalists Study Program

_________________________________

FUNDRAISING
The Citizens' Accord Forum is currently in the midst of a fundraising campaign. Our aim is to raise a further $1.5 million for the Forum by 2005.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many past and present donors and supporters, without whom none of the above initiatives would be possible. These include:

Mr. Robert Arnow; Dr. & Mrs. Bader; Beracha Foundation; British Embassy, Tel Aviv; Charles Bronfman Foundation; Mr. Edgar Bronfman; Compagnia di San Paolo; David & Ida, Rapoport Philanthropic Fund; European Union; Feldman Foundation; German Federal Foreign Office; Global Ministries; Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund; Hans-Seidel Foundation; The Irwin Green Family; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs; The Jewish Agency for Israel; JDAA; The Jerusalem Foundation; The K. Foundation (name withheld for privacy reasons); Philip Morris Services Ltd.; Alan B. Slifka Foundation; Mr. Michael Steinhardt; Stichting Het Solidariteitsfonds; UNESCO; American Center, U.S. Embassy; United States Institute of Peace

Special thanks to:

Volunteers of the Citizens' Accord Forum
___________________________________
FURTHER DETAILS & CONTACT INFORMATION
For further details about these and our other initiatives, or to make donation, please contact:

Micky Avraham

Financial Development Coordinator

The Citizens' Accord Forum

Tel: +972 (0)2 673 1118

E-mail: a_micky@netvision.net.il
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British Ambassador at 'Index for Jewish-Arab Relations in Israel' Knesset event
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� East Jerusalem residents and supporters of the Forum watching the film 'The Line at 2 Ibn Shadad Street' during the Knesset Caucus meeting on Interior Ministry procedures.
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Du Et contributor Dudi Zilbershlag on a visit to a Bedouin village in the Negev.
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Participants at the recent Knesset Caucus event sign up for information on the Forum's East Jerusalem Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs











The Knesset event, which attracted approximately 200 people, provided an opportunity to announce the inauguration of the "Ataa" Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs for Residents of East Jerusalem which will open on 25th November 2004 at the Beit Hanina Community Center. The office will provide information services and assistance to East Jerusalem residents about Interior Ministry procedures in an effort to facilitate better communication and accessibility to rights by East Jerusalem's Palestinian residents.





This initiative is a joint venture between the Forum, Beit Hanina Community Center, The Jerusalem Foundation, the Jerusalem Welfare Center, and other partners, as well as the many volunteers of the Forum whose work has made possible this implement for change. To date, four training days have been held in order to prepare the volunteers who will work in the East Jerusalem office. The office will be headed by Ibtesam Tarabieh.
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