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PERIODICAL REPORT


EDITION 2 - January 2005 


The Citizens' Accord Forum 


Between Jews & Arabs in Israel (CAF)





Dear Friends,





At this festive time, we wish all of our readers a Happy New Year for 2005. 





Over the past three months, the Citizens' Accord Forum has been experiencing a period of intensive activity. In this newsletter, we have highlighted our major achievements and developments over this last quarter (September-December 2004) in the fields of advocacy, media, networking, education and community development.





In 2005, we at the Citizens' Accord Forum, will continue to expand on all of our initiatives and work to strengthen relations between Israel's Jews and Arabs, based on a just and peaceful society. 





Udi Cohen & Ibrahim Abu Shindi 


Co-Directors, The Citizens' Accord Forum





WORKING TO BRIDGE THE GAPS
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Du-Et Jewish-Arab Newspaper





Third Issue of Du-Et Jewish-Arab Newspaper 


The 3rd issue of the Jewish-Arab newspaper Du-Et was published on 22nd October and distributed via the national Hebrew and Arabic language press. Established in October 2003, this issue was read by an estimated half a million readers nationwide. Focusing on the theme of civil society in Israel, featured articles included:





Salem Jubran and Said Khasnin on the Sakhnin State Cup victory and co-existence through football


Helen Kassem on the belly-dancing phenomenon amongst Jewish Israelis


Yair Ettinger on Baka-al-Gharbiya after the building of the security fence through the town.


Dudi Zilbershlag and Motti Keidar on the Islamic Movement in Israel


Moti Sklar and Zoheir Andrawous on conflicting identities


Gideon Eshet on the 2005 budget and what it means for Arabs in Israel


Aviv Lavi on the absence of Arab journalists in the Hebrew media.
































 Fourth Issue of Du-Et Jewish-Arab Newspaper 


The 4th issue of the Du-Et newspaper was published on 31st December, and distributed via Haaretz, Ma'ariv, Panorama, Kul-al-Arab, As'sennara and Al-Ahaly newspapers. Articles included a report on Jewish-Muslim dialogue in New York by Haredi journalist Dudi Zilbershlag; a feature on an Arab family in Kfar Kana; a report on the recent meeting of veterans from the field of co-existence; and a photo-essay on the state of roads in Arab towns. 
































  


  Other Initiatives from the Jewish-Arab Press Club


Plans are currently underway to launch a Journalists Study Program (March 2005) on the portrayal of Arab society in the Hebrew media, and a Journalism Incentive Program to promote the employment of Arab journalists in the Hebrew language press.  Further details will be announced shortly.
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Articles from Du-Et in Hebrew and Arabic can be viewed online at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coexnet.org.il/" �www.coexnet.org.il�





To request back-copies of Du-Et in Arabic or Hebrew, please e-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Du_et@netvision.net.il" ��Du_et@netvision.net.il�


Or phone: +972 (0)2-673-1118
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Jewish & Arab Editors Meet President of Israel


Leading Jewish and Arab media figures met with President Moshe Katsav on 6th December to discuss Arab representation and co-existence in the Israeli media. This meeting was part of a series of joint activities to encourage further involvement of Arab journalists in the Hebrew media.  Highlights of this discussion, which was facilitated by the Citizens' Accord Forum, have been published in the fourth edition of Du-Et.











Du-Et in English





The Du-Et Jewish-Arab newspaper is now available in English. Comprising a selection of articles from previous Du-Et editions in Arabic and Hebrew, the English version is available in print or by e-mail, and will shortly be available online. 





To request a copy via post or e-mail, contact: Rebecca@caf.org.il





Opening of "Ataa" Office for Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs for Residents of 


East Jerusalem





The "Ataa" office opened its doors to the public on 12th October during the month of Ramadan, as a pilot program.  The official opening ceremony took place on 25th November in front of a packed audience, many of whom were residents of East Jerusalem.





The bilingual event included speeches by Jerusalem Mayor Uri Lopolianski, MK Rabbi Michael Melchior (Founder of the Citizens' Accord Forum & Co-Chair of the Knesset Caucus for Jewish-Arab Relations), Ms. Faten Mursarwe (East Jerusalem Welfare Office), Mr. Nadim Shiban (The Jerusalem Foundation), and Mr. Mohamad Masri (Chair of the Beit Hanina Community Center), amongst others.





In December 2003, the Supreme Court ruled that the situation at the Interior Ministry office was unacceptable and ordered the Ministry to move its office into a new, larger location in Al-Ma’amounia by mid-2005.





"Ataa" (meaning "Commitment" in Arabic) is part of a wider campaign to improve the current state of affairs in East Jerusalem with regard to Interior Ministry policy and procedures. The office provides information services and assistance to East Jerusalem Palestinian residents on Interior Ministry procedures in an effort to facilitate better communication and accessibility to their rights.





In an interview with the Jerusalem Post, which featured an article about the opening of “Ataa” and the situation in East Jerusalem, Interior Minister Avraham Poraz said that an agreement had been reached with the Finance Ministry and the necessary funding for moving to Al-Ma'amounia has been allocated.  However, to date, no construction or other progress has yet begun.





A joint initiative of the Citizens' Accord Forum, the Beit Hanina Community Center, and the East Jerusalem Welfare offices, “Ataa” was born from the dedicated work of the Forum's volunteers – both Jewish and Arab – and established with the support of The Jerusalem Foundation. The "Ataa" office will function three days a week – Mondays, Wednesday and Saturdays.


  ______________________________________
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Opening of Irwin Green Family Early Childhood Development Center in Nazareth





Construction of the Irwin Green Family Early Childhood Development Center has now been completed.  The Center, which  opened officially on 22nd September, is the first of its kind in Israel, providing therapeutic and diagnostic services to approximately 600 Arab and Jewish children with developmental delays in the Nazareth and Nazareth-Illit region.





At the opening ceremony at Saint Vincent French Hospital, Mr. Irwin Green – the 94 year old Jewish-American philanthropist and retired businessman, who donated NIS 4 million to the project - was awarded honorary citizenship of Nazareth by Mayor Ramez Jeraise. 





MK Rabbi Michael Melchior, Founder of the Citizens' Accord Forum, said that it was the beginning of the realization of a dream of what could be achieved between the State, Arab citizens and the Jewish Diaspora.





The center, which houses treatment rooms, a therapeutic pool, a rehabilitative day-care center, a kindergarten, as well as art and music therapy rooms, also provides a wide range of community and parent-child activities. 





The Citizens' Accord Forum has acted as facilitator between the donors and partners who have contributed to this project.  These include: Irwin Green and Family, Ashalim-JDC, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit, the Christian French Hospital Francais Saint Vincent de Paul, the Ministry of Health, the Municipality of Nazareth, The Nazareth Fund, the Social Security Office, Zuhur Elad Fund, and volunteers from the Citizens' Accord Forum.








Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club


For Lod, Ramle, Jaffa & Tel Aviv





A Jewish-Arab Businesswomen's Club in the cities of Ramle, Lod, Jaffa and Tel Aviv, aims at providing networking opportunities to Jewish and Arab businesswomen, creating new markets, and empowering these women both personally and professionally.  This initiative was established in 2003 in response to requests by Arab and Jewish businesswomen to hold joint business, economic and communal activities promoting female economic leadership and empowerment.





Since September 2004, the business club has held the following events:





Professional Training & Business Development Events





September 2004 


- Work Accidents – Meeting with an industrial doctor. 


-Developing Business Connections - Presentation by Ms. Ofra Fasal


October 2004


- Social Meeting – Joint meal during the month of Ramadan. Organized by women from the business club.


- Business Connections: How to turn all of our connections into business potential, and how to use them in an effective way in order to increase profits.


November 2004


-Tax Laws in Business - Led by Fiscal Advisor, Mr. Sabakh Almimi


 - Business Connections: How to build a business network that will become a fixed source of income


December 2004


- Business Laws - Led by Ms. Miriam Kekonda, member of the business club


- Business Connections: How to build a business network that will become a fixed source of income





In addition to the above events, the business club has organized an intensive series of events for 2005, and will soon be launching a membership campaign to expand the business club network. 





A new initiative of the businesswomen’s club - “Women Empower Women” - in which Arab women and Jewish women from the Former Soviet Union (FSU) have been assisting each other to break the markets of these communities, recently featured in an article by Victoria Martinov in the latest edition of the Du-Et Jewish-Arab newspaper. In the words of one participant: “We are learning from each other, finding ways to overcome our fear, beginning to get to know a different culture and to build business connections." 





This initiative is run in cooperation with the Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development, and the Joint Distribution Committee.


 _____________________________________________
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Co-existence Organizations Network





The network of organizations dealing with Jewish-Arab co-existence is in the midst of mapping out the needs and the expectations of its member organizations.





In order to achieve this, a series of focus groups were conducted during October and November throughout the country. The results of this exploration will dictate the working plan for the Network over the coming year. 





Two gatherings of directors of organizations in the Western Galilee were convened, in Acre on 9th September and in Kaukab Abu Hijah on 4th November, with the cooperation of Peace Circle International. In its next monthly meeting, the group will work to develop a joint activity.





A colloquium examining different models for encounters between Jews and Arabs in Israel was held on 27th September. Comprising speakers from Neve Shalom-Wahat al Salam, Givat Haviva and the Adam Institute for Democracy & Peace, the event was attended by over 60 participants.























At the time of writing, a conference event was organized at Beit HaGefen Jewish-Arab Community Center in Haifa, with the collaboration of the Jewish-Arab Press Club.  Further details of this conference, entitled “The Role of the Media in Advancing Jewish-Arab Co-existence in Israel”, will appear in our next newsletter.





Parallel to all these activities, the network’s website (www.coexnet.org.il) is actively informing the wider public about all events organized by Israel’s co-existence organizations. The Co-existence Organizations Network is run in cooperation with the Abraham Fund Initiatives.


_____________________________________





�


Knesset Caucus for Jewish-Arab Relations





A new series of public meetings under the auspices of the Knesset Caucus for Jewish-Arab Relations opened on 22nd December with a focus on the Or Commission.  One year after the first of these meetings highlighted the recommendations made by the Orr Commission, this event examined whether, 16 months later, the Or Commission’s recommendations to “erase the stain of discrimination” in Israel, have in fact been implemented. 





Opened by joint chairs MK Issam Makhoul and MK Rabbi Michael Melchior and presided over by Member of the Or Commission Prof. Shimon Shamir, speakers included Mr. Jafar Farah and & Lawyer Fouad Azar (Mossawa—the Advocacy Center for Arab Citizens in Israel), Lawyer Ali Haider and Mr. Shuli Dichter (Co-Directors of Sikkuy—the Association for the Advancement for the Civil Equality in Israel).





In the words of Prof. Shamir, the Or Commission report explicitly declared the Arab population in Israel to be a native population, that paid a high price for the establishment of the State and that sees itself as a part of the general Palestinian society – facts that have to be respected.   The report also documented the discrimination of the Arab population in all its forms.





Prof. Shamir also asserted that there is racism in Israeli society, and that in order to destroy it from its root, clear declarations are needed by our leaders against expressions of racism.





During the meeting, Mr. Jafar Farah and Lawyer Fouad Azar from the Mossawa Center presented a Socio-Economic Report and a Racism Report for 2004. The main findings that were presented were: 17 Arab citizens killed since October 2000; a clear worsening in the diverting of budgets for the Arab minority in Israel; the low number of Arabs that are employed in government offices; and the finding that 60% of Arab children are living below the poverty line.





Lawyer Ali Haider and Shuli Dichter, Co-Directors of Sikkuy, presented a proposal for the eradication of discrimination between Jews and Arabs in the form of the establishment of an authority for equality. This, they suggested, would operate under the auspices of the Prime Minister's Office in order to bring about full equality between Israel’s Jewish and Arab citizens.





This event was run in cooperation with the Mossawa Center and Sikkuy.


____________________________________





IN THE PIPELINE
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Jewish-Arab Young Leadership Development Program





A winter camp is currently being planned for the participants of the Jewish-Arab Young Leadership Program. The camp, which is due to take place at the end of January, will be held at the Poriya Youth Hostel in the Galilee. Details of this event will appear in the next newsletter.








Co-existence Training Program in the United States





The Citizens' Accord Forum is currently seeking to develop a training program for Israel's co-existence professional leadership. At present, there is no academic field of study that provides adequate co-existence training and continuing professional or academic education in this field. Together with the Abraham Fund Initiatives, the Citizens' Accord Forum has developed working relationships for the proposed professional co-existence training program with three U.S. institutions of higher education: Brandeis University’s Slifka Program in Inter-communal Co-existence, Columbia University’s School of International & Public Affairs-Picker Center for Executive Education, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of New York’s Center for Community & Coalition Building. 





The proposed program, which if approved would begin mid-2005, would provide the tools, knowledge, skills and experience to Israel's co-existence organizations to manage their agencies in a more effective and professional manner by creating a professional community of Arabs and Jews, working together toward shared citizenship and equality among Israel's Jewish and Arab citizens.





The idea for this initiative evolved with the assistance of the Ford Motor Company International Fellowship Program of the 92nd Street Y.


_____________________________________





OTHER DEVELOPMENTS





New staff





Kerry Brown 		Assistant Development Coordinator


In September Ms. Kerry Brown joined the Forum as Assistant Development Coordinator.  Originally from Alaska, Kerry volunteered for the Forum in the summer of 2003. With Master's degrees in English and Teaching, Kerry is now working on the development of new partnerships for the Forum. 


_____________________________________





SUPPORT





We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many past and present donors and supporters, without whom none of the above initiatives would be possible. These include:





Mr. Robert Arnow; Dr. & Mrs. Bader; The Beracha Foundation; The British Embassy, Tel Aviv; Charles Bronfman Foundation; Mr. Edgar Bronfman; Compagnia di San Paolo; David & Ida Rapoport Philanthropic Fund; Rita & Harold Divine Foundation; The European Union; Feldman Foundation; Fohs Foundation; The German Federal Foreign Office; Global Ministries; Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund; Ms. Sally Gottesman; The Gimprich Family Foundation; Hanns Seidel Stiftung; Irwin Green Family, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs; The Jewish Agency for Israel; JDAA; The Jerusalem Foundation; The K. Foundation (name withheld for privacy reasons); Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation (RCF); Philip Morris Services Ltd.; Alan B. Slifka Foundation; Mr. Michael Steinhardt; Stichting Het Solidariteitsfonds; UNESCO; The American Center, U.S. Embassy; United States Institute of Peace.





A special thanks to:


Volunteers of the Citizens' Accord Forum.





FURTHER DETAILS & CONTACT INFORMATION




















The Citizens' Accord Forum


101 Derech Hevron (Beit Haumot)


Jerusalem 93480


Israel


Tel: +972 (0)2 673 1118


Fax: +972 (0)2 673 1119








Forum Initiatives


Anat Reisman-Levy


� HYPERLINK "mailto:anatrl@netvision.net.il" �anatrl@netvision.net.il�





Donor Liaison


Micky Avraham


� HYPERLINK "mailto:a_micky@netvision.net.il" �a_micky@netvision.net.il�





English Communications


Rebecca Zeffert


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rebecca@caf.org.il" �rebecca@caf.org.il� 








